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News from the Episcopal Churches 
Serving the Trossachs and Strathendrick 

  St. Andrewôs 
Leny Road, Callander 

 

Sunday service in church 
 

Holy Communion 
Every Sunday, 10.00am  

 
1st Sunday in the month:  

Holy Communion according to  
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Midweek service in church 
 

BCP Holy Communion 
Every Wednesday, 10.00am 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

18 December 

Annual General Meeting 
After BCP service 

 
18 December 

Nine Lessons and Carols 6.30pm 
 

Christmas Day 
Holy Communion, 10.00am 

 
 

St. Maryôs 
Main Street, Aberfoyle 

 

Sunday service in church 
Holy Communion  

Every Sunday, 11.15am 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Balfron BCP Holy Communion 
3rd Sunday in the month, 8.00am 
St. Anthony Roman Catholic Church 

Dunmore Street, Balfron 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Killearn Holy Communion  

1st Wednesday in the month, 11.30am 
Killearn Kirk Session Room 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
18 December 

No morning service 

Nine Lessons and Carols 4.00pm 
with mulled wine and mince pies  

 

Christmas Eve 
Midnight Mass, 11.30pm 

 

Christmas Day Communion 
8.00am,  St Anthonyôs Balfron 
11.15am, St Maryôs Aberfoyle 

 
 
 

Church Services 

Revd. Richard Grosse St Mary's Rectory, Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UJ 

Phone: 01877 382887      Email: richard_grosse@hotmail.com 

Bishop David  
celebrates Eucharist  
and launches  

Mission Action Plan 
 

Sunday 5 February 2012 
11.15am 

 St Maryôs Prayer Group 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 6.00pm 

Beechwood, Croftamie 

 
All welcome to these meetings of 
open prayer, or just pop a request for 
prayer in the óprayer basketô at the 

back of St Maryôs. 
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Within days, thousands of soldiers were 
dying, if not by the bullet, through 
malnutrition or frost-bite. Senior officers 
pleaded with Hitler to provide a stronger 
anti-freeze for the vehicles and his 
beleaguered troops warm clothes, food 
and ammunition. Hitler often received 
these messages over dinner in the 
warmth and security of his headquarters 
well away from the fighting. Hitler though 
was indifferent: he had no regard for the 
welfare of his troops or their ultimate fate. 
His only concern was that Stalingrad be 
conquered 
 
Defending the city on the far side of the 
Volga was the Russian 62nd Army under 
General Chuikov. Unlike Hitler, Chuikov 
was present in Stalingrad. He ensured 
that his men were warmly clad and 
sufficiently fed. He fought with them in the 
ruins of the city. He ate and drank with 
them, laughed with them and above all 
never left them. He was devoted to his 
troops, and they to him. 
 
This contrast between these two powerful 
men was to decide the course of the 
battle. The Russian Army, buoyed by 
Chuikovôs presence gradually overcame 
the German foe. By contrast, the German 
army came to regard their leader as a 
distant and uncaring figurehead. It 
became demoralised: nearly 160 
thousand men either died or were 
captured at Stalingrad. 
 
The majority of the Jewish people in the 
centuries before the birth of Christ came 
to regard God not at one with his people, 
but aloof and distant in heaven. Only 
occasionally would God reveal himself to 
his people as in the Ten Commandments, 
or in the parting of the Red Sea. The 
divine was otherwise remote and to be 
feared (Exodus 20:5). The people 
therefore could not imagine the wish of 
God to ultimately become involved in 
human life. Their daily actions reflected 
this misunderstanding. They worshipped 
God only in the magnificence of the 
Jerusalem temple.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

St Matthew 1:23 Behold a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son and his name shall 
be called Emmanuel which being interpreted 
is óGod with usô. 
 
These words from the hand of the prophet 
Isaiah will be familiar: the greatest challenge 
though to any preacher is to explain their 
significance and all that followed from them.   
 
The name Adolf Hitler is one of the best-
known in the annals of twentieth century 
history. You may find it hard to imagine why I 
start my explanation thus, but please bear 
with me. 
 
During the Second World War, Hitler 
appointed himself Commander in Chief of 
German Military Forces. In the spring of 
1941, he ordered an invasion of Russia. By 
the autumn of the following year his troops 
had reached the outskirts of Stalingrad, a 
city straddling the River Volga.  As it was of 
great industrial and strategic value, Hitler 
was determined to conquer it at all cost, but 
as he planned the final attack, winter 
intervened. The temperature dropped to  
minus 30C and consequently the engines of 
the German tanks and lorries froze solid. 
Without the former, his troops were at the 
mercy of Russian guns. Without the latter, 
supplies of food and ammunition gradually 
ebbed away. Peering through binoculars 
over the Volga, German officers noted with 
alarm that their Russian adversaries were all 
warmly clad. By contrast the German armies 
were still attired in summer uniform because 
they had none other.  
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Inspirational time in Kirkcaldy 
 

Twenty-eight Casting the Net (CTN) 
Liaison Officers from across the Diocese 
gathered in Kirkcaldy in early November 
to spend a day together. I sneaked in in 
Susan Forsythôs stead and was delighted 
to do so. Ros Cameron from St Andrewôs 
had hoped to attend but was struck by a 
nasty virus. In a range of small group 
discussions about the Nine Marks of 
Mission and plenary discussions with the 
Bishop we all felt that the óspirit was 
movingô. Bishop David reviewed the event 
by saying: ñThe room was full of energy, 
enthusiasm and hope. What was so good 
was that, in our thinking about Casting the 
Net, we have got beyond 'running a 
programme.'  The day was full of deep 
thinking and careful speaking about faith, 
mission and growth.  The net has caught 
a vision.ò 
 
As a result of the meeting the Bishop 
spoke of two aspects at the centre of his 
thinking of the CTN process in 
congregations: 
The first is the significance of the Mission 
Action Planning (MAP) process for many 
of our congregations. In our small 
congregations, MAP offers a way of 
involving a wider group of people in 
talking positively about the future of their 
congregation.  
The second is that mission is a fragile 
plant which needs to be cared for, 
protected and nurtured. Love itself is 
fragile - crushed by careless word or 
action. The first steps in growth can easily 
be held back by all sorts of things which 
are just part of our life and nobody's fault - 
the tiredness of people for whom the 
sustaining of the church risks becoming a 
burden ... the lack of confidence which 
says, 'it will never work' ... anxiety about 
where it will all lead and a fear that we 
may lose important things along the way.  
The tender plant - the green shoots - just 
curl up and die unless they are given the 
kind of nurturing support which enables 
them to take proper root and grow 
strongly. ñ 

Outside the temple, their lives bore no 
relationship to their love of God. The pattern 
of everyday life was governed by petty rules 
called the Law. Provided a meal was eaten 
at a specified time and the pots and pans 
utilised washed in a certain fashion then all 
was well. The fact that a neighbour was 
suffering nearby was of no consequence.  
 
A few devout people though, such as Isaiah 
realised that God would one day act to be at 
one with his people. Thus he wrote: óBehold 
a virgin shall conceiveéô 
 
So came the first Christmas when God came 
to intervene in human life. Joseph was 
naturally startled to find that Mary was to 
bear a child. It was then explained to him 
that this was Godôs hand at work. Some find 
it hard today to believe the account of the 
virgin birth. The explanation is that the 
normal rule of human life was overridden by 
Godôs power so that God might enter it. 
 
Two events at the first Christmas 
demonstrated Godôs wish to be a part of, 
rather than aloof from, the world.  The first 
was that God allowed his son not to be born 
in privilege, but rather be at one with the 
majority of the human race in poverty. The 
second was that Christ was born to a place 
of no fixed abode. The people with whom 
Christ came to be one with were nomads 
themselves, and God willed that his son 
might be no different from them.  Thus from 
that time forth God became at one with his 
people to the extent of some thirty years 
later, sacrificing the life of his Son for the 
world.    
  
Through Christôs spirit, God remains with us 
through each turn of the path of our life.  
 
This then is my attempt to explain the 
meaning and the joy of Christmas. 
 

Revd Richard Grosse  
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awareness, prayer and good support 
networks. It was suggested that informal 
spiritual directors or prayer partners 
would help in this endeavour. 

¶ Reflection: This is a part of being a 

holistic Christian. Being reflective means 
not always filling silences. It leads to 
expansion in our thinking and 
understanding. 

¶ Mission as random: The Bishop 

reflected that mission seems random 
because people are random. We donôt 
know what will happen in any given 
situation ï however, we must also trust 
that mission is led by the Holy Spirit and 
therefore it is not really random. 

¶ Training/ Support/ Advice: There 

was some discussion on whether or not 
training is needed for CTNLOs. Some 
people felt that some training would be 
useful; others that support and advice 
would suffice. There was general 
agreement that better support networks 
for the CTNLOs were needed. It was 
suggested that Area Council meetings 
could be a place where CTNLOs are able 
to share good practice and give each 
other support. 
Overwork: It was generally agreed that 
there are a small number of people in the 
Church who take on too many roles, 
including many CTNLOs. It is necessary 
therefore to encourage the unfolding of 
potential that is already there and to leave 
gaps for others to fill. 

 
Food for thought for us all. At the end of a 
full and inspiring day, it was good to 
reflect on the energy and imagination of 
those attending from congregations at 
different stages in the MAP process, 
some with a MAP in place, some in 
development, like St Maryôs, others yet to 
start but seeking to embed the Nine 
Marks of Mission. We ended with a quiet 
Eucharistic service and set off home in 
sunny autumn weather along the Firth of 
Forth coastline. 
 
Philip Gaskell              01360 661011  
philip.gaskell@nhs.net  

The main points of the discussions were 
summarised by the new CTN Coordinator 
Caroline Gerbrandy-Baird as follows: 

¶ Incidental or Holistic Christianity: The 

importance of this idea came out very 
strongly at several points in the discussion. It 
was felt that we should be casting the net 
every day, as part of what we ordinarily do, 
and not as an added extra. Bishop David 
summarised holistic Christianity as a 
transformation of our being and doing ï i.e. 
our faith becomes central to our identity and 
affects everything we do. This being so, we 
find that incidental opportunities arise in 
which we can share our faith and serve the 
community. 

¶ Confidence in our faith: It was 

recognised that we need to be constantly 
exploring our faith and attempting to 
understand it. The Bishop reflected that we 
need to be deeply rooted in our faith in order 
to have the confidence to approach people 
outside the church and give responses to the 
big questions ï but without moralising. 

¶ Prayer: This is vital part of our lives as 

holistic Christians; we need to keep praying 
in order to be open to where the Holy Spirit 
leads us, and we need to constantly be 
asking God for opportunities to share our 
faith. 

¶ Engaging with Society: It was felt that 
we need to continually undertake self-
reflection in order to be able to say 
something relevant to the wider world. The 
Bishop added that, in order to be relevant, 
the Church also needs to engage with 
society, to be attentive to current social and 
economic crises and to have an inventive 
approach. 

¶ Death-defying joy: There was a 

recognition that we need to be joyful, warm 
and welcoming; to be able to give and 
receive joy; that the most powerful witness to 
faith is those who have the ñsomething I 
wantò ï where óChrist withinô is most 
apparent. 

¶ Nurture: It was felt that nurturing 

ourselves and each other is very important. 
Nurturing ourselves is about exploring and 
developing our faith through study and 
prayer; we nurture others through pastoral 



 

St Andrewôs Christmas Fair 
 
Our Christmas Fair held in the Kirk Hall in 
November was once again well attended by 
Callander residents and visitors to the town.   
 

 
 
In addition to browsing the variety of stalls 
assembled, the visitors enjoyed light 
refreshments freshly prepared by the very 
hardworking ladies in the kitchen and the 
hall remained busy with customers for the 
duration.  
 

 
  
The stalls overflowed with homemade cakes 
and lovely Christmas gifts for all the family.   
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Our local Cub group came along to sell 
their homemade bird boxes and bird 
feeders (very good too!) in addition to a 
collection of beautiful wreaths made from 
holly and evergreens. 
 
 

 
 The tombola stall was ever popular 
tempting the visitors to have just one 
more go ï with the cubs winning quite a 
few of the top prizes!   
 
The bric a brac stall once again had a few 
intriguing pieces and Kay delighted the 
customers with a walk round of her ñpick 
of the saleò.   
 
The very tempting food hampers were 
among the raffle prizes to be won and 
people were very keen to buy their tickets. 
  
 

www.standarewschurchcallander.org.uk  



 

Around Ã1,000 was raised towards our 
funds. So a big thank you to all concerned 
for their very hard work in preparing for the 
day, and to Evelyn for coordinating the 
event and a huge thanks to all the visitors 
who came along helping to make this yearôs 
Christmas Fair a great success. 
 

Amanda Smith  

smithofmulcaster@btinternet.com  

 
 

From the Registers 
 

Baptism 
 

18th September at Trossachs Church 
Amelia Lucinda Cecelia Beveridge 

 
Funerals 

 
26th September at Gartmore 

Janet Scott 
 

11th November at St Andrewôs 
John óJockô Barry 

 
Wedding 

 
26th November at St Andrewôs 

Neil McCreath to Carolyne Cummings 
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Harvest Supper 
 
At the beginning of October, a very 
sociable evening was enjoyed by around 
fifty friends from the congregations of St 
Andrewôs and St Maryôs.   
 
The 2011 Harvest Supper was held in St 
Andrewôs Church Hall where the 
attendees helped themselves to a 
delightful two course buffet.  As usual, the 
food had been contributed by the 
members and shared by all present.  

Good conversation (and drinks) flowed 
and the evening was completed by 
another great quiz from Richard.  

Thank you to Evelyn and to Fiona for 
organising the event and to all who 
helped, contributed and attended on the 
evening. 
 

Amanda Smith  

smithofmulcaster@btinternet.com  



 

What does dangerous global temperature 
rise mean?  A rise of more than 2 degrees 
Celsius would mean that we are likely to 
have extreme weather events and 
irreversible changes to the planet. Society 
as we know it today, is likely to cease to 
exist. We canôt predict the future, but this 
does not excuse us from being reckless and 
ignoring the warnings.   
 
Our children are unlikely to have a beautiful 
future in the world that we are creating.  
What are we waiting for?   
 
If you know the answer, please contact me. 
Iôd like to hear from you. 
 

Anne Winther      01360 850211  
a.m.winther@stir.ac.uk  
 
 

 
David Clark RIP 

 
We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
Robin Willis whose father David Clark 
passed away on 2nd November; Robinôs 
husband John a much-loved son-in law. 
 
David was an active member of Drymen 
Kirk, but of course he and Jean were no 
strangers to St Maryôs. 
 
Throughout his life David was a keen 
fisherman. The following prayer was read at 
his service of committal. 
 

God grant that I may live to fish 
Until my dying day. 
And when it comes to my last cast, 
I then most humbly pray,  
when in the Lordôs safe landing net 
Iôm peacefully asleep,  
that in his mercy I be judged 
as big enough to keep. 
 

Revd Richard Grosse  
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Is it too late? 
 
Last month, Friends of the Earth 
published three reports about climate 
change, entitled ñIs it too late to stop 
dangerous climate change?ò

1
. 

 
In their three reports, they conclude that 
itôs not too late, but that we must act now.  
They highlight that any rise in global 
temperatures of more than 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (which is now almost 
unavoidable) is much more serious than 
scientists originally thought. To ensure a 
reasonable chance of keeping the rise 
less than 1.5 degrees Celsius, the EU 
will need to reduce its emissions by 60% 
by 2020. Given that in the next eight 
years, incredible technological changes 
are unlikely, we shall have to be driving 
less than half the amount we do today, 
using less than half the amount of oil to 
heat our homes and ensure the vast 
majority of our electricity comes from 
renewable energy sources, such as 
windfarms. 
 
If these activities were the only sources 
of greenhouse gas emissions, perhaps 
the target would be achievable.  
Unfortunately, almost all activities that 
sustain our lifestyles involve greenhouse 
gas emissions: the production of our 
food, clothes, houses, furniture, gadgets, 
etc. and even the digging of soil. 
 
In case youôre wondering if anyone has 
had the bright idea of removing 
greenhouse gases from the atmosphere, 
Friends of the Earth have considered it in 
their final report. They conclude that 
such technology is still very much in its 
infancy and that it will be very costly - 
more costly than not emitting the 
greenhouse gases in the first place.   
 
What of the future?   
 
1
All three reports are available at 
www.foe.co.uk/blog/negatonnes_32641.html  

mailto:a.m.winther@stir.ac.uk
http://www.foe.co.uk/blog/negatonnes_32641.html


 

This can be repeated in a few years to 
assess whether actions that will be 
undertaken have improved the health of the 
church.  
 
Strengths were shown for: 

¶ Rooted in prayer, word and sacrament 

¶ Welcome of newcomers and celebration 
of life events 

¶ Ready to seek growth and Cast the Net 
 
Opportunities for growth are apparent in: 
¶ Transforming lives and communities 
¶ Sharing faith by confident and 

sensitive evangelism 
 
It was noted that for most Marks there was 
general agreement in scoring between both 
groups, particularly for welcome of 
newcomers. There was noticeable variation 
among the scores for rooted in prayer, word 
and sacrament and serving the community 
in practical ways. However, importantly both 
groups agreed on the readiness to seek 
growth and Cast the Net. 
 
It was felt that St Maryôs should choose two 
Marks of Mission to work on; one 
óopportunity for growthô and one supporting 
a current initiative ð namely work with 
children and young people. 
 
So our chosen Marks of Mission are:- 
4. Reaching out to children and 
young people, because mission-
shaped churches seek to engage 
with children and young people. 

7. Sharing faith by confident and 
sensitive evangelism: witnessing 
to Godôs presence and power. 

 
Before a closing service conducted by 
Richard, all gathered to receive the scoring 
and reach agreement on the Marks to 
choose. A brainstorming session then 
proceeded to gather ideas for action and 
development within the realms of the two 
Marks chosen.  
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4. Reaching out to children and 
young people  

 
7. Sharing faith by confident and 

sensitive evangelism 
 

Chosen as St Maryôs priorities at  
October congregational meeting 

 
It wasnôt a major surprise when at the St 
Maryôs congregational meeting in late 
October, Mark 4 and Mark 7 were 
chosen as the two priorities for action 
and development over the next three 
years. 
 
A focus on sharing faith and reaching out 
to children and young people make 
sense for many congregations and 
stirrings in these two areas have shown 
in the last year as we developed the 
Casting the Net theme. 
 
At the meeting in the splendid Kinlochard 
Village Hall, facilitator Revd Andy 
McCafferty spoke to us of the writers of 
all four Gospels telling how Jesus sent 
out his apostles and others to proclaim 
the Good News of Godôs Kingdom.  
Mission means ósending outô and 
óCasting the Netô is our Dioceseôs 
response to Jesusô challenge and 
command. He went on to say that in the 
workshop we would be creating a setting 
for óholy conversationsô that seek to 
discern the will of God for St Maryôs and 
create a Mission Action Plan that uses 
the talents of our congregation and 
meets the needs of the community in 
Aberfoyle and its environs.  
 
Divided into two groups, we discussed 
intently for 90 minutes scoring 5 
statements pertaining to each of the 9 
Marks of Mission. Averaged scores were 
plotted on a spider diagram, which gave 
a pictorial representation of the óhealthô of 
St Maryôs, as perceived by the 
participants.  



 

¶ Are there gaps?  
¶ Do you identify with some actions and 

could take a role ï even in a small 
way? 

¶ What are you being called to do as 
part of Casting the Net in St Maryôs 
over the next three years and beyond? 

 
Please find some time between now and 
the end of the year to write down your 
responses to this challenge. Let me or 
Richard have your ideas by phone, email 
or letter so that these ideas and 
commitments can be discussed and 
incorporated into the Mission Action 
Plan which the Vestry will be asked to 
approve on 18 January. 
 
We then look forward to a major service of 
celebration with Bishop David on February 
5th, when he will launch the Plan. 
 

Philip Gaskell (Co -chair, St Maryõs 
Mission Planning Group)  
01360 661011    philip.gaskell@nhs.net  
 

Mythos and Logos 
 

Long, long ago when people were just 
getting used to living on this planet, many 
things happened to puzzle, surprise, 
astonish, frighten and question them. 
Feeling in need of help to understand these 
many things they began to make up stories 
about them, to create heroes to help them 
fight the perceived demons, and Gods to 
rule over things and bring them a sense of 
security and understanding .   
 
They also found ways of doing things which 
helped them to feel in charge, powerful, 
brave and able to keep control over things; 
and so they lived and created their own 
varied cultures and places to live and way of 
living together. 
 
When things went wrong they involved their 
Gods and perhaps sacrificed an animal or 
two, or a couple of maidens, and that made 
them feel alright. 
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Mark 4 would seek to develop excellent 
work already started with children and 
Mark 7 would seek to find ways to 
engage with the community while 
recognising a continuing need for all to 
develop a deeper understanding of our 
shared faith and become confident and 
sensitive evangelists. We are 
encouraged to take account of strengths 
in the other Marks and build on these 
where possible.  
 
Since the meeting, facilitator Nicky 
Whyte produced a meeting report which 
was discussed by the Mission Planning 
Group, facilitators and CTN 
Congregational Development lead Karen 
Gaskell in November. (This is available 
at the back of church.) From all of that, 
Karen has drafted a Mission Action Plan 
which has been sent to all members of 
the congregation by email and will be 
discussed at the AGM on 11 December. 
Paper copies are available at the back of 
the church. 
 
The draft Mission Action Plan contains a 
list of actions, direction of growth, lead 
names and timetable to accomplish 
these. It covers a three-year period and  
is a living document which can change 
according to need and opportunity.  
 
Letôs remember that as individuals and 
as a congregation we seek 
transformation in this process. Paul 
describes the specific means and nature 
of our change: "And we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another" (2 
Cor. 3:18). 
 
You are encouraged to read the draft 
plan and consider its challenges for you 
and the congregation.  
¶ It is ambitious, does it excite you?   
¶ Is the emphasis right for this 

congregation and our communities 
now?  



 

And science happily  obliged by trying to 
supply answers and has continued to do so 
for at least a thousand years. 
 
Humans have continued to benefit from all 
these answers   -  they have reaped all the 
harvest, been party to all the  secrets, 
explored, discovered, created, improved 
their lives, invented things found out how to 
do thingsé 
 
But they havenôt found a way yet to explain 
what love is, or compassion; or how  
violence, megalomania, cowardice come 
about; or why, with all their understanding  
of how things work, how to make marvellous 
machines and wonderful ways  of sending 
messages, of travelling to the moon, and 
plumbing the depths of the sea, it canôt stop 
people becoming  fearsome and powerful 
dictators, ruthless leaders, vicious warriors 
and decadent rulers.   
 
Science can tell us which part of the brain is 
responsible for what, but for sheer human 
comfort, understanding, love and 
compassion thereôs nothing quite like 
another comforting, understanding, loving 
and compassionate human being.  
 

No amount of knowing that tears are a 
saline solution put out through tear ducts 
and having  other effects on the body 
brought on by crying   -  a stuffy nose, and 
cheeks all swollen and eyes all red ï will 
bring the comfort needed. 
 
John Heron ï a gifted worker with and writer 
on human beings says there are four 
aspects to  people: physical, intellectual, 
emotional and spiritual. The first two have 
been well studied by scientists,. Emotionality 
they can be explained in terms of physical 
reactions, but not how to work with  them.  
Spirituality tends to be ignored, except to 
refute its claims of a God.  But it is, 
nevertheless, a part of human life and it is 
interesting what, when fear strikes the heart 
of the most spiritually unaware person, do  
you hear?  ñOh, My God!ò  ñGod help me!ò 
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What they couldnôt understand, they 
worshipped, or created, fantasy  
creatures  to guard them: sea monsters, 
giants and horses that flew, chariots in 
the sky driven by a beautiful Goddess ï it 
was all good clean fun and kept them 
secure and happy. 
 
Whenever the inexplicable happened 
they created myths and legends, fables 
and stories of mighty deeds to explain it 
and they had feast days and worshipped 
their individual Gods (e.g. Jupiter, 
Hermes, Apollo, Eros) and made up 
songs and plays and held tournaments -  
all to inspire and  strengthen when need 
was greatest. 
 
As well as this they drew pictures in 
caves, possibly as a form of worship, 
they had music and song and found 
many ways of explaining their world to 
themselves. 
 
This was called the age of Mythos, or 
myth. 
 
But then came another age --- that of 
Logos, of logic and thinking, science and 
explaining, rationality, proofs and 
mathematical accuracy. There were still 
many puzzling things nevertheless that 
science hadnôt rumbled. How could any 
science put an arm round a grieving 
person and offer comfort?  How could 
science help to understand and calm a 
person driven to despair by hunger and 
poverty?  What role had science in 
reassuring a terrified person that 
someone aiming an arrow at him wasnôt 
intending to kill him.  Science  and myth 
at that early time were not in conflict with 
each other  -  they were complementary.  
Each had its own sphere of competence 
and it was unwise to mix the two; 
nevertheless they were uncomfortable 
bed fellows. 
 
But with  this, humans began to question  
-  to ask why?, how? what? where?   



 

Casting the Net is about DOING  things. The 
original meaning of the word ñbeliefò was  
ñloyalty, commitment and trust,ò which is 
about ódoingô. Later on it became 
ñunderstanding the creedal doctrine as a 
prerequisite of faithò which is more about 
óthinkingô; and many are the books and 
leaflets that have been written on that 
subject. So let us return to the original 
meaning .  Religion is a practical action  -  
we talk about the ñpractice of religionò  -  it 
needs to be worked at.  It is no use knowing 
how to build a lifeboat  if you  donôt then use 
it when it is needed. 
 
Casting the Net is not so much about  
drawing  people in to the Church as it is to 
widening the area wherein the church could 
have influence. It is about spreading the 
evidence of Christianity in the area around;  
it is about offering a welcoming and sincere 
place for people in distress or lonely or 
questing or sad or lost. It is a place where 
music is heard and artistry is celebrated,  
where peopleôs intellectual needs might find 
sustenance.  But it is also about sending 
from the church building  out into the 
community a message that this is a place 
that wants to know you, cares about you 
and  is interested in you, or recognises 
when you just want to be held, and 
comforted and quiet.  It is a place where an 
angry  person can come and not feel guilty 
or a sad person can cry unashamed tears.  
By all means let us think about what we 
might do, but let us also see the blessing in 
being part of the doing. 
 
St Paul said that there was faith, hope and 
love and that the greatest of these is love. 
Perhaps we could add to these with thinking 
and doing and the greater of these is doing. 
 

Barbara Carruthers   
Member of Mission Planning Group  
01360 440386  
bainaspin@btinternet.com  
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ñJesus Christ!ò or ñFor the love of Christ!ò 
 
Ask such people in a calm moment about 
this cry to God or this Christ and they will 
say something like ñWell I got a frightò but 
question further and they will possibly get 
angry and say ñBut there is no God, itôs 
all rubbish, thereôs no wee man up in the 
skyò  and so on. 
 
But in extremity  -  trapped down a mine, 
overwhelmed by an earthquake,  faced 
with a terrible personal tragedy, they 
often turn to God, they pray, they plead. 
Why?  Because there is no-one else to 
turn to.  All the Greek and Roman Gods 
cannot take the place of the God of the 
Holy Bible, or of Jesus His son. 
 
It seems to be a sad fact of today that 
many people have not heard of God or 
Jesus in their childhood They donôt know 
he is there to be called on so they 
choose different routes for their solace  -  
the pub, shopping, eating, movies, 
Facebook, Twitter............. 
. 
Jesus did not just sit and think what to 
do.  He DID things.   
All his story in the Bible is about what he 
DID.  A line in one of our hymns says 
ñ...and we must do it tooò 
 
There are many, many people in this 
world who are involved in Christian 
enterprises  like Christian Aid, Save the 
Children The Chesney Trust,  Mercy 
Ships,  - the list is almost endless. 
Without their involvement and without the 
thousands of people who give to these 
enterprises,  there would be much more 
misery,  illness, incurable conditions, lack 
of education, help in emergencies.   
 
Christian  ódoingô is a huge force in areas 
of need, but it too needs Christian help  
in the form of prayer and giving   - but big 
things have small beginnings  and that is 
where small churches can have a big 
effect. 



 

Over the last few months we have faced some difficult challenges. The expulsion of the 
British High Commissioner has resulted in the withdrawal of budget aid to the Malawi 
Government from U.K.; the riots in July with the deaths of 20 people, the bad governance 
and media coverage and restraints on academic freedom caused international outrage and 
aid has been frozen by the US, the EU, the IMF, Germany, Norway and several others until 
the government address these issues. To date only the standoff with the university 
lecturers has been resolved and the university, which was closed from February this year 
re-opened on 14th of November. As a result there is a serious shortage of foreign exchange 
(US$) and imports have been badly affected. The most serious for us is the shortage of fuel 
ï petrol and diesel and the huge increase in the cost - with the knock on effect of the rising 
cost of living due in part to the increase in fuel but also to the added VAT on basic 
commodities such as water and salt to mention but a few. 
 
Despite this we continue to be positive. We had a very successful visit from a Welsh TV 
crew in late August and the documentary is now being televised over a six week period. To 
watch the programmes, you can go to www.s4c.co.uk/clic and click on WATCH LIVE. 
(newid byd series).  The programmes are available to watch live at this website for a month 
after transmission.   
 
Thanks to a supreme fundraising effort by the Corrigan family who tragically lost their son 
and brother in January this year, Ã10,000 has been raised for the drilling and installation of 
a borehole in memory of Owen Corrigan.  This will provide the much needed water supply 
for the school. 
 

 
As you can see from the photos the drilling was successful and on the 22nd October at 10 
oôclock at night the water gushed up, to cheers from all.  

Page 12                                      News from Malawi                                     

http://www.s4c.co.uk/clic


 

Unfortunately I was not there to witness this, much to my disappointment, but I did visit the 
site the next morning to photograph the capped well. A further Ã3750 is needed to have the 
water piped to the school, to build the tower to house the water tank, to pipe to the 
classrooms and toilets because we did not mange to find a source within the school 
grounds as the borehole is located some 700 metres outside our boundary.  So the 
fundraising for this continues. 

 

The maize mill is finally operational thanks to donations from Iain Colquhoun in Canada, an 
old school friend of mine, the Edinburgh Rotary and from The Chesney Trust. I had the 
maize mill house built in 2008 and purchased the engine but my finances would not stretch 
to the purchase and installation of the engine. I had actually purchased an engine but had 
been given the wrong advice and found it to be the wrong type and in true Malawi style no 
return or refund was forthcoming. So for the last three years the maize mill house has been 
something of a ówhite elephantô with the local women continually asking ówhen will you 
openô. Despite the problems with fuel we have so far managed to keep the mill running and 
the community is delighted to no longer have the long walk to the tarmac and the mill they 
were previously using and the quality of the milling, apparently, is better which is something 
to do with the type of milling machine installed ï so happy faces all round as you can see. 
 
Siyabonga means óthank you mammaô and the mill has been given the name of a nearby 
stream Chabonga which means óroaring lionô and Chigayo is ómillô 
 

Installing and commissioning the engine 
 
 

First flour coming through 
 

We are now planning to run a small grocery stall at the mill selling basic items such as 
cooking oil, soap, sugar, matches and candles with whatever else is asked for locally. This 
will also mean the women do not have to trek all the way to the tarmac and will generate an 
income along with the income from the mill that will contribute to the salaries of our workers 
at the site. 
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                  Happy customers                                                               The maize mill 

 
As we are now in to the rainy season there will be no construction work on site until April/
May next year when we hope to be able to complete the three bedroom staff house.  The 
foundations have already been prepared, the soil stabilised bricks have been moulded and 
stored so hopefully it will be all systems go when the rains pass. 
 
With water now available on site we will be hoping to open the school at the start of the 
next academic year in September.  We are constantly being asked when we will open and 
hopefully we will have sufficient uptake of fee paying students to help to support the local 
girls who cannot afford to pay to go to school.  For these local girls we will be seeking 
sponsorshipsé. 
 
It is also now that time of year when I can spend some time at home and I look forward to 
meeting up with you all over the coming months. 
 
With very best wishes for Christmas and for 2012. 
 
Janet Chesney  

jchesney@Africa -online.net  
www.chestneytrust.org  
 

****************************************************************************  
Change of address 
Nick Cooke 
38 Main Street  
Doune 
Perthshire 
FK16 6BJ 
 
Tel: 01786 842586  
Mobile 07901 916884  
E-mail: Nhcooke@aol.com  
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Dan Goodwin was the team leader from Outlook Expeditions who visited 
The Chesney Trust in July this year. He has travelled the world on many of 
Outlookôs expeditions but he was so impressed with the work we are doing 
that he pledged to do something on his return to help raise funds for us.  
Hence The Big African Ride: a journey by bike through the heart of Africa 
from Nairobi Kenya to Cape Town South Africa to raise funds for The 
Chesney Trust to build the girlsô hostel.  This is the face book page: 

 
The Big Africa Bike Ride with Dan and Emma in aid of The Chesney Trust starts training 
next week with a coast to coast ride in the UK and the Africa ride due to start September 
2012. You can show them your support by sponsoring their training campaign now and 
keeping up with Dan's Blog at www.bigafricabikeride.com.  
 
You can donate any amount in pounds by text. For example to donate Ã10 text óCHES06 
Ã10ô to 70070 . 
 
From Danôs Blog  www.thebigafricanride.com  
 
Why?   
There are many reasons for doing this ride that will carry risk and will be very hard going 
with the weather, heat, fatigue and general expedition wear and tear. One reason is simple; 
adventure. You can help us by pledging to support Dan. Just set aside a jam jar and aim to 
put Ã1.00 per week, or any amount, in to the jar until Dan completes the ride. Easy to do 
and just think how much could be raised if everyone took part! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AND FINALLYééééééé.Itôs not too late to order your Chesney Trust Calendar. They 
are selling fast and make an ideal present for a charity lover. Sponsored by advertisers 
100% of your Ã7.50 goes to the project in Malawi so get your order in to 
stephchesney@hotmail.co.uk. 
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This version is favoured by cathedral choirs, 
and is the one usually heard performed on 
the radio broadcasts of Nine Lessons and 
Carols by the choir of Kingôs College, 
Cambridge.   

Few carols can express the quiet heart of 
Christmas more movingly.  The last verse of 
the carol invites us to consider what gift we 
might bring: 
 
What can I give him,  
Poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd  
I would bring a lamb;  
If I were a wise man  
I would do my part;  
Yet what I can, I give him -  
Give my heart. 
 
Acknowledgement:  
www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/238450  and 
www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/music/3674116/The-story-
behind-the-carol-In-the-bleak-midwinter.html 

 

John Dymond    01360 440377  
dunmorecot@tiscali.co.uk  
 
A prayer inviting God to use us 

 
Loving God, 
Make my life a sign of your engaging love: 
 May my heart be penitent 
 My actions generous 
 My words sensitive 
Fill me with longing to share with others the 
good news I have received, 
And anoint my life with your Spirit that Jesus 
be formed in me: 
 His tongue to speak in  me, 
 His hands to work in me. 
 His heart to beat in me. 
And so through all I do, and all I am, 
And with the people where you call me to 
witness, 
May Jesus be known 
And His Kingdom established. 
Amen 
 
ReSource Oikos Prayer Card 
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The story behind our hymns (7) 
  
In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan,  
Earth stood hard as iron,  
Water like a stone:  
Snow had fallen, snow on snow  
Snow on snow,  
In the bleak mid-winter,  
Long ago. 
 
ñIn the bleak midwinterò, which sets the 
Nativity in a snowy landscape, was 
originally written by Christina Rossetti 
(1830-1894) in 1872 as a Christmas 
poem for an American magazine, 
Scribnerôs Monthly. Christina Rossetti 
was born in London to an artistic family - 
she was the younger sister of the poet 
and artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and 
the critic and essayist William Michael 
Rossetti. Her house was a regular 
meeting place for the group of artists 
later called the Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood. As a devout Anglican, 
Rossetti called off a 2-year engagement 
when her fianc® converted to Roman 
Catholicism. Despite a lifetime of illness, 
Rossetti continued to write poetry.  
Today she is best known for her 
collection Goblin Market and Other 
Poems. 
 
The poem was published posthumously 
in Rossetti's Poetic Works in 1904. It 
became a Christmas carol after it 
appeared in The English Hymnal in 1906 
with the setting ñCranhamò by Gustav 
Holst, titled after Cranham in 
Gloucestershire. The other famous 
setting of this Christmas hymn, written in 
1909 by Harold Darke while he was a 
student at the Royal College of Music, is 
more advanced and each verse is 
treated slightly differently, with solos for 
soprano and tenor (or a group of 
sopranos and tenors) and a delicate 
organ accompaniment.   
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Thanks Margaret! 
 

Anglican history, 1927 tells us that ñThe 
sacristan moves about sacristy and sanctuary 
with loving devotion, laying out vestments, 
replacing candles, filling cruets, and changing 
linen, so that the Divine Mysteries may be 
celebrated with cleanliness and godly fear on 
the morrow.ò 
 
Our traditions remain the same and we are 
grateful to Margaret Johnson for her diligence 
in serving us so faithfully as sacristan over 
many years. At the end of November we said 
a big Thank You to Margaret as she retired 
from the role. 
 
To mark Margaretôs óretirementô we 
celebrated with one of Philipôs cakes and we 
thank Jean Sykes for having taken over the 
role. 

 
Christmas tip 

 
The quickest way to make your Christmas 
tree more glamorous and 'ethereal' looking is 
to buy a packet of Lametta from a garden 
centre. These are long fine strips of gold or 
silver metal (not expensive) which you drape 
over the end of the branches where they 
dangle down like glittery icicles.  For the 
Cancer Research UK carol concert in 
Glasgow cathedral we dress both giant trees 
only with this magical product. 
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Tiffin recipe 
 
Tiffin is an Indian and British term for a 
light meal eaten during the day. The 
word became popular in British India. In 
South India the term is generally used to 
mean an in-between-meals snack and it 
is customary to be offered a "Tiffin" as a 
courtesy when you visit a Tamil resident. 
This is Philipôs special recipe! 
 
Ingredients  
For 20cm by 20cm tray, well greased 
with butter: 
 
Butter 125g                                            
Digestive biscuits 125g 
Sugar 30g                                              
Ginger nuts 100g 
Golden syrup  4tbs                               
Muesli  70g 
Dark chocolate 250g                            
Raisins/sultan/currants/glace cherries/
figs/apricots 170g 
Cocoa 4tbsn                                            
Root ginger chopped finely  3cm piece 
Chilli powder İ tspn                               
Port 2tbsn (optional) 
Topped by 150g milk chocolate 
 
Instructions 

1. Melt butter in large pan, add sugar 
and syrup. 

2. Add chocolate broken small & allow 
to melt slowly (or melt in microwave). 

3. Add dry ingredients, powders first, 
the crushed biscuits and fruit, chopped 
small. 

4. Add alcohol, if using. 

5. Mix thoroughly and then allow to cool 

6. Before cool, press into well buttered 
tray and put in fridge. 

7. Later - melt 150-200g of milk 

chocolate and spread over top ï back to 
fridge. 
8. Cut into small pieces when chocolate 
topping is almost set. 
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Date Sunday Theme Lessons and Gospel 

  

11 December Advent 3 Isaiah 61: 1-4,8-end 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1: 6-8, 19-28 

18 December 
 

Advent 4 Carol Services 

Saturday 

24 December 

  

Christmas Eve 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-11,16 
Acts 13: 16-26 
Luke 1: 67-79 

25 December 

  

Christmas Day 

  

Isaiah 9: 2-7 
Titus 2: 11-14 

Luke 2: 1-14[15-20] 

January 1 

  

Naming and  
Circumcision of Christ 

Numbers 6: 22-end 
Galatians 4: 4-7 

January 8 

  

Baptism of Christ 

Epiphany 1 

Isaiah 60: 1-6 
1 John 5: 5-13 
Mark 1: 7-11 

January 15 

  

Epiphany 2 1 Samuel 3:1-10[11-20] 
Revelations 5: 1-10 
John 1: 43-51 

January 22 

  

Epiphany 3 
 

Genesis 14: 17-20 
Revelations 19: 6-10 
John 2: 1-11 

January 29 

  

Epiphany 4 
(Week of Christian 
Prayer for Unity) 

Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 
Revelations 12: 1-5a 
Mark 1: 21-28 

February 5 

  

 Third Sunday  
before Lent 

Isaiah 40: 21-31 
1 Corinthians 9 16-23 
Mark 1: 29-39 

February 12 

  

Second Sunday 
 before Lent 

Proverbs 8: 1-22-31 
Colossians 1: 15-20 
John 1: 1-14 

February 19 

  

Sunday before Lent 
 

2 Kings 2: 1-12 
2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 
Mark 9: 2-9 

February 26 First Sunday in Lent Genesis 9: 8-17 
1 Peter 3: 18-22 
Mark 1: 9-15 

To help you prepare for or reflect further on a service,  
here are the readings for the coming season. 


