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News from the Episcopal Churches 
Serving the Trossachs and Strathendrick 

  St. Andrew’s 
Leny Road, Callander 

 

Sunday service in church 
 

Holy Communion 
Every Sunday, 10.00am  

 
1st Sunday in the month:  

Holy Communion according to  
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Midweek service in church 
 

BCP Holy Communion 
every Wednesday, 10.00am 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Harvest Festival 

Sunday 9 October, 10.00 am 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s 
Main Street, Aberfoyle 

 

Sunday service in church 
 

Holy Communion  
Every Sunday, 11.15am 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Balfron BCP Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday in the month, 8.00am 
St. Anthony’s RC Church, Balfron 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Killearn Holy Communion  

1st Wednesday in the month, 11.30am 
Killearn Kirk Session Room 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Harvest Festival 

Sunday 9 October, 11.15 am 

Tinned and dried food gifts to        
Braendam Family House, Thornhill 

Church Services 

Revd. Richard Grosse St Mary's Rectory, Main Street, Aberfoyle FK8 3UJ 

     Phone: 01877 382887/ лттрфпфтунс       Email: richard_grosse@hotmail.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Joint Harvest Supper and Quiz 
Friday 7 October, 7.30pm 

St Andrew’s Church Hall, Callander 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sunday 23 October 
Guest Preacher in both churches 

The Revd Tim Tunley, Missioner to Seafarers 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Remembrance  Services 
Sunday 13 November  

10.00am St Andrew’s Callander, 10.45am Joint Service at Callander Kirk  
11.15am Joint Service at Aberfoyle Kirk (No service at St Mary’s) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Why is silage made? As winter comes, 
grazing grass stops growing. Cattle and 
sheep require not only a grass substitute, 
but a food that contains additional richness 
in the form of nutrients to enable the animal 
both to develop as well as survive a winter. 
It is at the back end of the year that the 
silage made earlier is broken open and its 
richness fed to animals until the grazing 
fields grow anew.  
 
The church year broadly follows the 
husbandry of a stock farmer. There is a 
period in church between late May and 
November when believers are turned into 
fields and allowed to graze at leisure. By 
contrast, in a period between the end of 
November and the end of spring, the diet of 
the Church calendar is regulated to produce 
a richness designed to build up faith and 
understanding in a believer. 
 
How then will a churchgoer know the 
difference between a period of grazing, and 
a time of richer feeding? Apart from 
reference to the time of year, a visual clue 
will always be the colour appearing at the 
altar and upon the celebrant. Should the 
colour be white, mauve or red, this will 
indicate a time of richer feeding. By 
contrast, should the colour in church be 
green, this will indicate a time of less 
concentrated teaching. Then the believer 
will be at leisure more to graze over aspects 
of faith more generally. 
 
The new church year begins at the end of 
November. It also marks the start of this 
period of concentrated feeding. The 
Sundays leading to Christmas comprise a 
season called Advent. The word Advent 
means ‘awaiting a coming.’  Furthermore, 
the word in this context of Advent has two 
meanings. The first is the celebration of the 
coming of Christmas. The second is 
pondering Christ’s promise to return to 
judge us. The first meaning and the 
busyness it involves will often overwhelm 
the second. The readings chosen for the 
period nevertheless remind believers of this 
waiting in both senses.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
How the church feeds its flock 

 
Readers will doubtless be familiar with the 
stretch of road winding from Ruskie to 
Thornhill and thereafter to Blairdrummond. 
The varying activity in the adjoining fields is 
always a source of great interest. Around 
Thornhill for example much of the land 
appears to be grazing. In April this year, 
there was unseasonably dry and warm 
weather. The lack of moisture stunted the 
growth of the grass and the strength of the 
sun began to wither it: this caused great 
consternation amongst farmers. Nature 
though often has a habit of correcting itself. 
The rain that subsequently fell in May 
quickly restored the grass, a vastly 
important part of sustaining life.  
 
Some grass fields are utilised for grazing 
animals. Other fields are left unoccupied to 
allow the growing grass to be cut for silage 
two or three times a year. The first cut in late 
May proves to be the most important.  
Weather permitting, growth at this time 
should have been vigorous and the grass 
rich in energy as it produces leaf rather than 
returning to seed. Once mown and 
collected, the cut grass is deposited in a 
farmyard heap called a clamp. Clamps are 
often covered with black plastic sheets and 
weighed with discarded tyres. The nutritional 
quality of the silage depends on air being 
dispelled from the clamp. Later cuts of grass 
will be of less rich quality and quantity: this 
is usually baled and covered in black plastic 
before being stacked. 
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In the next weeks, the readings in church 
recall the times that Christ appeared on 
earth before his final Ascension to heaven 
forty days after Easter. Two more important 
festivals are then marked. Pentecost or Whit 
Sunday recalls the coming of the Holy Spirit 
in accordance with Christ’s promise that 
believers should not be left helpless. 
Witnesses to the coming of the Spirit 
described the flames that accompanied its 
appearance. For this day the Church reverts 
to red before returning to white for the last 
great festival of the year Trinity Sunday.   
 
Just as stock is turned out to graze onto 
fresh growing grass, so believers are turned 
out to graze at random for a period. The 
liturgical colour remains at green throughout 
the summer and autumn until the end of 
November. The readings set for each 
Sunday are of a more general nature and no 
major festival is celebrated other than 
Harvest and occasional Saint’s Days. 
 
My grasp of liturgy may be adequate, but no 
doubt my understanding of methods of 
farming will require correction!  
 

Revd Richard Grosse  
 

 
From the registers 

 
St Andrew’s 

 
Weddings 
6th August  

Conan Mullineux to Lisa Ferris 
 

St Mary’s 
 

Baptism  
31st July  

Tessa Eleanor Richards 
 

Funeral 
Balfron Kirk 
25th August  

Pauline Ferguson 
 

The liturgical colour for such a period of 
waiting and reflection is mauve. At midnight 
on Christmas Eve the colour changes to 
white: this colour denotes celebration. In this 
period the readings tell the familiar story of 
the nativity, including the Epiphany twelve 
days after Christmas, when the Three Kings 
arrived at the stable.  

The readings between then and the 
beginning of Lent concentrate on the early 
landmarks of Christ’s life up to the time of his 
baptism. Thereafter the gospel accounts of 
Christ’s earthly ministry are recalled starting 
from the temptation of Christ by the devil. 
This coincides with the start of the season of 
Lent on Ash Wednesday. Lent lasts a period 
of some five weeks. The liturgical colour 
reverts to mauve denoting once again the 
period of reflection when believers are 
encouraged to consider their own 
temptations and shortcomings. For the last 
week of the season of Lent the colour in 
church changes to red. The colour brings to 
mind the red of the blood of Christ at the 
Last Supper on Maundy Thursday and the 
blood shed for the world from the cross 
during the next day. To concentrate minds 
even further, no colour appears at all in 
church on Good Friday.  
 
Two days later, the season of Easter begins. 
The church celebrates the defeat of death by 
Christ and as at Christmas the colour of joy 
is white.  
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Father Theodore Mathieson from Britain, 
who was educated at the same school as 
some of our family. Theodore was a 
charming man hugely dedicated to his task 
of helping and educating disadvantaged 
children. Sadly it no longer exists but there 
is a music school there founded in his 
memory. When CINI was being set up in 
1974, fairly near to his premises, he took a 
big interest and was tremendously 
supportive. 
 
During my first visit to CINI in 1988 I was 
taken to see St Paul’s cathedral, a beautiful 
building in an attractive part of the city. I 
also saw several ornate temples, which 
made me feel a bit uncomfortable. Mother 
Theresa was very active with her 
Missionaries of Charity then and I attended 
one of their services.  
 
Today we hear much about India`s 
economic growth, but sadly the inequalities 
are huge and 30-40% of the population live 
in dire poverty with very limited 
sanitation.  The hovels or shacks I have 
visited in terrible slums areas are truly 
appalling. CINI works in some of these 
areas. It is an NGO with a proven track 
record and they sponsor particular families 
with very young children; in the knowledge 
that the early years in a child’s development 
are the most important. The smile on their 
faces when we visited three years ago 
reduced me to tears. I was quite overcome, 
a humbling experience.  Remember there is 
no government safety net for those who are 
struggling. Turn the clock back in Britain for 
about 150 years and you will get a flavour of 
what it is like for many.  
 
We wish  the Diocesan linkage well for the 
future showing support as well as friendship/ 
fellowship as each gains a glimpse of each 
other’s ministries. The Diocese of Kolkata 
has been included in our Diocesan cycle of 
prayer, so we should remember to pray for 
them on a regular basis. They have many 
challenges.    
 

Margie Stephen    01360 660263  
mkstephen@btinternet.com  

Diocesan Link 
 
You may have noticed that several clergy 
from our Diocese, including our Bishop, have 
been boarding aeroplanes to visit Kolkata 
recently. This might occur to you as rather 
odd, particularly when you add in the hassle 
of vaccinations etc. Perhaps what you may 
not have realized is that our Diocese is 
setting up a link with the Kolkata Diocese. 
 
At first sight this might seem a strange 
choice. However there are approximately the 
same number of ordained clergy there as in 
the Diocese of St Andrews. They are not all 
Anglican, some are Baptists, some 
Presbyterians etc. Apparently Bishop David 
met Bishop Ashoke Biswas at the Lambeth 
conference, the idea was discussed and the 
planning has been continuing ever since. 
The idea is to offer mutual friendship, 
solidarity and support, although many 
aspects of the ministries are different.  
 
Rural Scotland is sparsely populated but 
what immediately struck me during my first 
visit to Kolkata are the enormous crowds of 
people. It is a vast mega city of huge 
contrasts, and approximately 12 million 
people live there.  There is severe traffic 
chaos, about five lanes each way, one lane 
for people pulling rickshaws, several for 
vehicles and several people wandering 
around clutching a child begging. No one 
remains in the same lane for long, so one 
has ones’ heart in one’s mouth. Of these 12 
million people, about 1-2% are Christian and 
three quarters of these are Roman Catholic.  
 
India was one of the most important 
territories of the British Empire. In 1947 it 
was partitioned into two independent 
countries, Pakistan mainly Muslim, and India 
mainly Hindu. During British rule, 
missionaries travelled to many parts exerting 
their influence which is in evidence today. 
 
Coincidently I came to be involved in the 
Non-Governmental Organisation, CINI, Child 
In Need India, through the Oxford Mission in 
the Diocese of Kolkata. The Mission ran an 
orphanage, headed by an Anglican Priest, 
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St Mary’s Congregational Meeting 
 

Saturday 29 October: 10am-3pm 
Kinlochard Village Hall 

 
All invited 

This congregational meeting is an 
important date for all St Maryôs members 
and your attendance is very much 

encouraged. 
 

With our CTN facilitators, Revd Andy 
McCafferty from Forfar and Nicky Whyte 
from Dollar, aided by Karen Gaskell, the St 
Mary’s Mission Planning Group will steer the 
programme for the day. The aim and output 
from the day is to identify our strengths and 
opportunities for growth, then as a group, 
decide our priorities for mission and growth. 
 

We will review our congregational life and 
present the outcomes of interviews we’ve 
undertaken with community leaders. This 
will help us identify community needs and 
where St Mary’s might be able to help. 
Through discussion in small groups, we will 
review life in St Mary’s against the Nine 
Marks of Mission.  

 
This is the crucial meeting which leads to a 
Mission Action Plan, including a range of  
actions related to two or three Marks of 
Mission, which the vestry will approve. The 
bishop is delighted to hear that we’re 
creating a Mission Action Plan and he’ll join 
us on February 5th to lead a service where 
we launch the plan. Then we just need to 
implement those actions!  
 
We will be in contact to check that you can 
come. If you cannot attend, there will be 
opportunity to suggest actions for the plan 
after the event. 
 

St Maryõs Mission Planning Group  
Leads: Rector and Philip Gaskell   

Volunteering in faith - 
obligation or joy? 

 
A one-day conference organised by the 

Scottish Episcopal Church 
 

Saturday 19 November 2011 
St Mary’s Centre, Kinnoull, Perth 

9.30am registration - 4.00pm 
 

Presentations and workshops  
on all aspects of volunteering 

 
Keynote speaker: Ann Morisey is a freelance 
community theologian and lecturer. Ann has 
worked in the field of social responsibility for 
many years and directed the Commission 
that wrote the report Faithful Cities. She has 
also written two best selling books: Beyond 
the Good Samaritan and Journey Out. 

 
Workshops: 

§ Valuing volunteers 

§ Training volunteers 

§ Recruiting and retaining volunteers 

§ General volunteering 

§ Volunteering with the elderly 

§ Volunteering with young people 

§ Volunteering overseas. 

 

Morning coffee, buffet lunch and afternoon 
tea will be provided. Registration fee - £5.00.  
To register please send your name, 
address, phone number, email address 
and any dietary requirements with a 
cheque for £5 made payable to the 
Scottish Episcopal Church to the Church 
Relations Officer, General Synod Office, 
21 Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh, EH12 
5EE by 14 October. 



 

In Memoriam 
Peggy Moore 

 
I regret that in the last issue of the 
magazine, I submitted a précis of an 
address given at Peggy Moore’s 
crematorium service in error. I hasten 
therefore to substitute the intended article 
with apology. 
 
Peggy died, it is hoped, quietly at home in 
May. She considered herself to be 
‘extremely lucky’ in the ways that her life 
over 85 years had led. Peggy filled most of 
those years to the full, and became 
frustrated when her body could no longer 
keep pace with her mind. She was a 
splendid raconteur with a keen sense of 
humour that included an ability to laugh at 
herself.   
 
Peggy during her life worshipped both at St 
Mary’s and St Andrew’s. As a child she was 
sent by her mother to St Mary’s to change 
the altar flowers. She was on no account to 
be late home for lunch. Having cycled to 
Aberfoyle she found St Mary’s door open, 
and a flock of sheep loose in the pews. It 
took a great deal of time to drive the 
animals out and to restore order. This made 
Peggy late home: to add insult to injury, her 
mother doubted the explanation for her late 
return. 
 
Peggy was educated at a spartan boarding 
school near Oswestery. By her late teens 
she was sturdily independent. At the height 
of war Peggy was sent to train as a nurse in 
a part of Westminster hospital that had 
been evacuated to Surrey for the duration. 
The hospital was only a stone’s throw from 
the aircraft manufacturing factories at 
Brooklands. Air raids in the vicinity were 
therefore common. Peggy, soon bored by 
fire watching duties, whiled away the nights 
playing darts with the air raid wardens. One 
evening, as Peggy reported for ward duty, 
the siren sounded. She was ordered to 
make cocoa for the patients. As she 
returned to the ward with the cocoa a bomb 
fell nearby with a crash.  
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Peggy, startled, added to the din by 
dropping the tray of cups. Nowadays 
counselling would be the norm for someone 
suffering such a shock. Matron was indeed 
extremely concerned about the incident. 
The spilt cocoa had damaged the varnish to 
the floor. Peggy was obliged to spend her 
spare time in the next fortnight restoring the 
shine with boot polish purchased from her 
own money. 
 
Peggy was retained at Westminster hospital 
after the war as a night sister. It might 
appear a mystery why a young woman 
should wish to spend her evenings at work:  
there was though sound method in Peggy’s 
madness. Having finished night duty at 7.30 
in the morning, she would go to bed for a 
couple of hours. Then it was off to Lords, 
Wimbledon or Henley for an enjoyable day 
before returning for a brief doze before night 
duty again. 
 
During her stay Peggy became an editor of 
the hospital newspaper. One day she 
thought she had heard of the demise of a 
distinguished former sister. She asked 
someone to contribute a few words of 
respect for the next edition of the paper. 
After publication, the ‘phone rang: it was 
then evident that the deceased was in fact 
alive and more to the point outraged. 
Unperturbed, Peggy took a train to Brighton 
proffering flowers and a card bearing the 
greeting ‘Congratulations on still being alive’ 
 
Peggy always asserted the NHS was 
scraping the bottom of the barrel when after 
interview she was selected to be matron of 
Walton hospital in Liverpool. It was at the 
time England’s largest hospital and a most 
prestigious appointment. When at Walton, 
Peggy could turn her hand to almost 
anything save drive a car. She took lessons 
from a dour Liverpudlian. He was not 
impressed that Peggy managed to stall the 
car so often: ‘you lack concentration Miss 
Moore’ he scolded.  One day, a car 
travelling towards them braked heavily and 
shed a front wheel.  
 



 

The wheel barrelled towards the driving 
school car, and only at the last minute 
veered off a kerb and flew over a garden 
wall.  In the meantime, Peggy had stalled 
the car yet again. ‘As I have said before 
Miss Moore, you lack concentration’ he said 
drily.  
 
In spite of this, Peggy passed her driving 
test soon after, which explains why one 
Sunday afternoon she was travelling on the 
motorway near Liverpool to attend a civic 
church service. Peggy in her matron’s 
uniform was deputed to collect on her way 
various VIPs.  Accompanying her in the 
front seat was a priest dressed in cassock 
and surplice. In the back was a friar 
dressed in a habit, and a scout master, also 
in uniform. Peggy was busy chatting and 
missed the turning off the motorway. She 
swerved onto the hard shoulder and then 
started to reverse vigorously. Unluckily she 
did this as a police officer appeared and 
asked her to wind down her window. Rather 
than being contrite for breaking half the 
rules of the Highway Code at one sitting, 
Peggy had dissolved into a fit of giggles, as 
did her passengers. Their mirth was 
increased considerably when the constable 
enquired whether they had been to a fancy-
dress party. He suggested that perhaps the 
driver might be breathalysed. Peggy 
soothingly reassured him that they were just 
on their way to evensong: it worked. Peggy 
continued to be somewhat of a ‘press on’ 
driver. Once as district nurse she contrived 
to reverse her car into a patient’s 
greenhouse: hopefully the patient was, and 
thereafter remained free of nervous 
disposition. 
 
The Rector of Walton parish church was 
The Revd Canon Basil Fletcher Jones. He 
presented himself in Peggy’s office on her 
first morning. He and the various curates 
under him thereafter provided Peggy with 
endless enjoyment and deep fellowship. 
Had the age-gap between them been less, 
they might perhaps have married.  
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Basil Fletcher Jones remained a cherished 
friend as did many others both from her 
Liverpool and Westminster years. She took 
great trouble to keep up with old friends in 
later years.  
 
Having reached the pinnacle of her nursing 
career, Peggy, for family reasons decided to 
return to Scotland as the local district nurse. 
She made the transition effortlessly. Most of 
those who are now thirty-something in this 
area would have come under Peggy’s care. 
Sometimes her round involved up to thirty 
patients and a hundred miles a day: time 
was sometimes at a premium. Peggy visited 
one elderly gentleman in Gartmore who 
would always insist on playing her a tune on 
his bagpipes in gratitude for her kindness 
before allowing her to depart!    
 
Peggy could be deliciously direct. She once 
told the then Bishop of the Diocese that 
former servicemen were quite useless after 
their return to ‘Civvy Street’. Bishop Michael 
Henley had recently enjoyed a most 
distinguished career with the Royal Navy 
but Peggy had overlooked this fact.  It says 
much for Bishop Michael that he was greatly 
amused by this faux pas.  
 
When she was district nurse a new system 
of administration of patient records was 
introduced. The change applied to everyone 
save Peggy who sailed on with the old 
method: she considered the new to be 
‘utterly ridiculous’. On another occasion, she 
was told by an official that the health 
authority would henceforth as part of its 
policy ‘be treating the whole person’. ‘So 
have we only been treating part of them until 
now?’ enquired Peggy briskly.   
 
In her late fifties Peggy was found to have 
been suffering with a serious heart defect 
from birth. Her years of strenuous activity 
especially when lifting patients would have 
done nothing to improve her condition. It is 
remarkable then that she continued to enjoy 
an active life until the defect eventually 
overcame her. 
 



 

Peggy met a great many distinguished and 
famous people, took tea at Buckingham 
Palace and was present in Westminster 
Abbey at the coronation of our present 
Queen. She travelled widely and above all 
enjoyed her life immensely save perhaps 
the last months. Her niece Lizzie and 
nephew Robert and their respective families 
provided her with much love, interest and 
solace. Her faith was unshakeable. A 
number of extremely kind and cherished 
helpers assisted Peggy in her final years.  
 
The expression ‘a greatly loved character 
sorely missed’ is oft repeated. In Peggy’s 
case however it is so true.  May her soul 
continue to rest in God’s peace. 
 

Revd Richard Grosse  
 

Town Break Rural Day Club  
 
The Town Break Rural Day Club works with 
people who have early-stage dementia and 
are still living in their own homes. It meets 
on Tuesdays from 11.30am-3pm in St 
Andrew’s Church Hall and has six regular 
attenders – with space for 10 in total.  
 
The few hours’ activity the service provides 
benefits everyone involved. Our aim is to 
help people live as independently as 
possible, to help them regain social skills 
they may have thought they had lost. It is 
particularly important for social inclusion 
because often this condition can leave 
people feeling very isolated.  
 
It’s also good for families and those caring 
for the person who has dementia. The club 
is a chance for them to have a bit of respite 
from what can be a big demand on their 
energy. It gives them chance to do a bit of 
shopping, go and have their hair done or 
have a quiet cup of tea and some time to 
themselves. 
 
The club provides lunch on the day and 
activities for members, many based around 
reminiscences, such as revisiting old 
newspapers.  

 

Page 8                       News from St. Andrew’s                        Autumn 2011      

We have also planted tubs with a variety of 
flowers and placed them around the church 
grounds. We have been on several trips, 
one of which was to Loch Katrine and then 
lunch at The Harbour Café. 
We also have a computer that we use for a 
range of things, including researching the 
differences between the past and today or 
watching DVDs. 
 
The Callander club has only been running 
for four months, but Town Break Stirling has 
been running for 19 years, providing a 
similar day club in the city. We also run a 
befriending service offering companionship 
a couple of hours a week for dementia 
sufferers living with carers or alone. 
 
The Callander day club is funded primarily 
by the Henry Smith charity with other 
support from the Trusthouse Charitable 
Foundation and the Persula Foundation. 
 
Volunteers are an important part of the 
organization and would be welcomed by the 
Callander club in particular: Since we cover 
such a wide area we’re looking for drivers 
who would be able to pick people up and 
bring them to the club, then take them 
home afterwards. 
 
We also need people to help in the club, 
who could stay for the whole session or 
just an hour or so. Whatever people can 
offer, we’re happy to work with them. We 
provide training and pay mileage for people 
driving for us. 
 
We have students coming along as well as 
people looking to regain skills and people 
who have retired and just have some time to 
spare. It’s very relaxed and great fun and 
everybody really, really enjoys it. 
 
Anyone interested in Town Break 
services can contact: 
Kirsty on 07948 107282  
Email: tbdayclub@yahoo.com 
Main office phone: 01786 447787  
     
            



 

Fund Raising Initiative 

Rag Bag Recycling 
 

Raising funds to re-gravel the front of  
St Andrewôs church 

 

Please fill a bag with any clothing, 
textiles, shoes, handbags & accessories.  

Every kilogram recycled raises money 
exclusively for St Andrew’s Church! 

 
Phone Roslynn on 01877 330353 for 

uplift of filled bags or  
deposit the bag into the textile recycling 

point located at the back of church. 
 

Members of St Mary’s – please give bags 
to the Rector. 

 
What is Rag Bag Recycling? 
 
The Rag Bag Recycling scheme increases 
awareness about textile recycling and by 
increasing recycling rates we can help the 
environment by ensuring less material goes 
to landfill. 
 
The scheme is completely FREE, and  St 
Andrew’s will be paid for every kilogram 
recycled.  So we can raise money with 
every collection made! 
 
What is collected? 
 
Through Rag Bag Recycling we are able to 
help recycle textiles and clothing that may 
have ended up going to landfill.  It is 
estimated that approximately 1.75 million 
tonnes of clothing waste is produced in the 
UK every year. Out of this vast tonnage 
around 1.2 million tonnes is sent 
unnecessarily to landfill. 
 
If we can divert some of this tonnage away 
from landfill we will directly help the 
environment and help provide good quality 
clothing to some of the poorest developing 
nations in the world. 
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The following items are accepted 
 

¶ All men’s, ladies and children’s clothing 

¶ Paired shoes (tied together) 

¶ Handbags, bags, ties & belts 

¶ Soft toys 

¶ Blankets 

¶ Underwear (socks, tights, pants, bras 
etc…) 

¶ Household textiles (towels, bed linen, 
curtains etc…) 

 
How does it work? 
 
The textiles that we recycle are sorted and 
graded at the UK’s largest textile recycling 
facility – Nathans Wastesavers Ltd. Over 
200 trained people are employed to sort and 
grade over 600 tonnes of material every 
week prior to export around the world. 
 
At the factory, the team of experienced 
workers sort and grade all the material into 
various product types.  The material is baled 
and sent for shipment. Low grade textiles 
are made into industrial wiping cloths. Good 
quality clothing is transported to Africa and 
other developing nations where old clothes 
are re-used. 
 
The scheme is free to anyone wishing to 
register or take part. Textile banks (indoor 
and outdoor) and all uplifts are free. On 
collection, St Andrew’s will be paid 50p per 
kilogram.  
 
By recycling your clothing you can really 
help other people and add to church funds. 
 
Roslynn Cameron  

01877 330353  

ros.cameron@talk21.com  
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Bags of Clothes mean Bags of Cash!  
 

Raising funds to re-gravel the front of St Andrew’s Church 
 

Please fill a bag with any clothing, textiles, shoes, handbags and accessories.   
Every kilogram recycled raises money exclusively for St Andrew’s Church! 

 
Phone Roslynn on 01877 330353 for uplift of filled bags  

or deposit the bag into the Textile Bank located in Church. 
 
 

... CLOTHING ... SHOES ...BAGS ... HATS ... BELTS ...TOWELS ...CURTAINS ... BED 
LINEN 

 
All items are recycled.   
Nothing goes to landfill.   

Reusable items are sent to Africa for further use. 
Non-useable items are recycled into cleaning cloths. 

 
For more information about the scheme visit: www.rag-bag.co.uk  



 

Godly Play 
Christmas card sale 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Godly Play is back from its summer break,  
running once a month for the rest of 2011.  
 
The future dates for Godly Play are: 

30th October 
27th November 
11th December (provisional). 

 
The session on 28th August featured the family 
of Jesus at his birth in the stable. This brought 
us nicely to the topic of Christmas and we 
started designs for the Christmas card 
competition, which were finished at the 
September 25th meeting.  
 
The children’s drawings were presented at 
coffee on the 25th September and members of 
St Mary’s voted for their favourite. The winning 
design has been sent to be made into a 
Christmas card by Cauliflowercards, who make 
high quality cards.  
 
Orders for these Christmas cards will be 
taken up to 9th October, to ensure delivery 
in good time for  Christmas.  A pack is made 
of 12 cards and costs £4.50 per pack. St 
Mary’s receives approximately £1 per pack 
ordered.   
 
Please see me at church if you’d like to 
place an order or contact me on Wednesday 
or Friday evenings on 01360 850760 or at 
any other time please phone 07748190246 
or email gardnerj04s@gmail.com.  
 

James Gardner  
gardnerj04s@gmail.com    
07748 190 246  
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In memoriam 
Pauline Ferguson RIP 

 
It is relatively easy to have a faith in God 
when everything is as we would wish. 
Indeed at the beginning of October 1962, 
life was all Pauline might have wished. 
Then, nearly eighteen, she was a very 
beautiful woman. Her radiant looks had 
not gone unnoticed for already she had 
been approached by photographers and 
her hands had been used in a television 
advert.  If that was not enough she was 
an accomplished athlete and was 
training as a dental nurse with good 
prospects. Then later that month, 
returning from a dance with friends in 
Glasgow this life of promise was torn up 
before her eyes. Pauline was travelling in 
the front seat of a car with friends. It hit a 
lamp standard. In these pre seat belt 
days Pauline suffered grave injury.  
 
Over time she made some recovery. The 
beautiful face though was scarred, and 
the agility had left her. Her job was lost 
for fear of patients being disturbed by her 
appearance. Several articles about the 
accident appeared in newspapers. 
Pauline said to one reporter ‘Patience is 
a virtue and for me it must be so’.  Never 
was a truer world spoken.  
 
She patiently put back the pieces of her 
life. She found a new job, travelled a 
good deal and eventually met the love of 
her life Alex. They married and Claire 
and Sandy were born. Life it seemed had 
returned to normal. But a gradual 
paralysis set in and multiple sclerosis 
was diagnosed. Pauline, by degrees, 
was reduced to a helplessness that she 
endured for a great number of years. 
This she bore with great courage, and 
she lost neither her faith or patience or 
humour. Our condolences are extended 
to Alex, Sandy, Clare and to their 
extended family. 
 

Richard Grosse  

mailto:gardnerj04s@gmail.com
mailto:gardnerj04s@gmail.com


 

 Many of these express this spirituality by 
undertaking some form of pilgrimage travel. 
Modern forms of pilgrimage can include visits 
to sites of religious or spiritual significance 
such as to Iona, but they may also be to more 
recently created sites such as the Falkland 
estate in Fife or the Frank Bruce Sculpture 
Trail in the Cairngorms National Park. Much 
current pilgrimage is focussed on the journey 
itself rather than a particular end point. 
 
Why pilgrimage? 
 
There have always been a range of reasons 
for going on a pilgrimage. Some have gone to 
visit a place associated with particular events 
such as Scone Palace or with a particular 
person such as St Ninian at Whithorn.  
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Scottish Churches Rural Group 

Scottish Pilgrim Routes Forum 

Do you remember the great news of Mark 
and Nick’s pilgrimages? Well they have 
led Nick down an interesting new path, 
setting up an exciting long-term project, 
recreating a Scottish pilgrimage routes 
network throughout Scotland. The aim is 
to enable people to develop recognised 
walking routes in their own area. To take 
this forward they’ve established the 
Scottish Pilgrim Routes Forum. You might 
have heard Nick interviewed by Sally 
Magnusson on the BBC recently. So 
what’s it all about? 

The history of pilgrimage 

Pilgrimage has engaged peoples of faith 
for much of recorded history. The Hebrew 
scriptures describe pilgrimages made by 
the patriarchs that remain important to 
several faiths. The Christian scriptures 
recount the journeying of the apostles and 
their companions. It is clear that in the 
following centuries pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem or to sites associated with 
saints had become a normal part of life for 
many. The role of pilgrimage in faith was 
intensified by the cult of saints and the 
belief that being close to a patron saint at 
the place associated with the holy man or 
woman could bring the pilgrim closer to 
God.  

Pilgrimage has also in recent years 
become a means by which a secular 
society can connect with its national 
heritage and the environment and 
landscape. 

Who goes on pilgrimage? 

Although church attendance has fallen in 
recent years, the Government census and 
opinion polls continue to attest to the high 
proportion of people in our society for 
whom faith remains important and who 
have within their lives strongly held 
spiritual values.  

According to an unbroken tradition 
dating from the earliest times and 
confirmed in the writings of the 
Venerable Bede in the 8th century, a 
holy man named Nynia, born among 
the British people, introduced the 
Christian faith into a significant part of 
the land now known as Scotland long 
before the coming of Saint Columba. 
There are three historical sites 
associated with Ninian. 
 

St Ninian's Cave 
Witness Cairn 
St Ninian's Chapel 

  

http://www.whithorn.com/history-local-sites.asp?localsiteID=8
http://www.whithorn.com/history-local-sites.asp?localsiteID=1
http://www.whithorn.com/history-local-sites.asp?localsiteID=2


 

 The manifesto for action to create pilgrimage 
routes across Scotland was launched in 
February at Holyrood, followed by a national 
conference in March. In June, church leaders 
signed a Declaration of Intent in support of 
Pilgrimage Routes at the Royal Highland 
Show.  

 

Iona Abbey 
 
The church’s role 
 
But why should we be interested in this? The 
role of the Christian church has always been 
to be where people are and to be 
unequivocally identified with the problems of 
the age. For some, the traditional reason for 
pilgrimage, with its Catholic roots, remains 
relevant. The issues of the Reformation 
indicate the potential for a wider vision and 
especially for a focus on the need to value 
God’s creation as exemplified by our 
landscape and environment. So Pilgrimage is 
a way in which we can help the majority of our 
population, who have a sense of the spiritual, 
to reconnect with their faith. 
 

Karen Gaskell  
kmgaskell@btinternet.com  
using material supplied by  
Nick Cooke  
Nhcooke@aol.com   01877 382411  
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Others have gone for the spiritual 
experience or the sense of creation linked 
to the journey, or for the feeling of heritage 
or belonging or an enhancement of 
personal identity which comes from all that 
is associated with that journey. 
Pilgrimages can be journeys which take 
days to complete, or they may be shorter 
visits to a specific site. Pilgrimage can thus 
be as varied as any other aspect of life. 
 
What does pilgrimage involve? 
 
Pilgrimage needs structures on the 
ground. Sites of interest need to be 
identified and listed. It must be identified 
how potential pilgrims might get to such 
sites and how they might connect sites, so 
as to make a journey. 
 
If pilgrimage travel is to be increased in its 
prevalence and its impact then there is a 
need to join up existing paths and to 
waymark and maintain them. Long 
distance paths, important as they are, are 
not the only element requiring 
development as part of a pilgrimage 
initiative. Individual sites need to be 
developed, publicised and maintained.  
 
What’s needed now? 
 
For progress to be made and this to be 
developed further requires government 
and public bodies, commercial interests 
and the voluntary sector – especially 
churches and heritage organisations – to 
work together. 
 
The Scottish Churches Rural Group brings 
together, as a group within Action of 
Churches Together in Scotland, all of the 
principle Christian churches with an 
interest in rural Scotland. The Group’s aim 
is to ‘engage with God’s diverse and 
changing rural scene in Scotland.’ It sees 
its work on pilgrimage as both a means of 
helping to reconnect society with the 
church and as one of its contributions to 
the enhancement of Scottish life. 



 

Then into the great accordion players and 
composers from the 20th century – Galliano 
(French) and Piazzolla (Argentina and the 
States) with Tango Pour Claude and Ave Maria 
respectively. In a grandstand finish, the 
maestros moved back to Russian roots with the 
Flight of the Bumble Bee from a Rimsky 
Korsakov opera. Beehive, which ended the first 
half had nodded to bees, a piece clearly 
composed for accordion, now the fingers were 
buzzing as well as flying and the audience 
wanted more honey.  
 
£405 was raised for the Hippokrat Society from 
the concert and kind donations from members 
of St Mary’s. This will be well used to provide 
day care/respite and treatment for young adults 
and children in northern Ukraine, whose lives 
are severely affected by learning and physical 
disabilities. There is no state support for these 
families, and this charity, started by mothers of 
affected children, makes a real difference. 
 
Maestros Kolomoiets and Sayenko enjoyed 
travelling and playing throughout the UK, from 
near Plymouth in the south to lovely Poolewe, 
Dornoch and Thurso in the north. We hope to 
see and hear them again next summer. 
 

Philip Gaskell     philip.gaskell@nhs.net      
01360 6610011  
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Accordionist Duo rise to the 
heights again 

A small but hugely appreciative audience 
at Holy Trinity, Stirling were taken round 
the world on Sunday 31 July by Igor and 
Oleksiy from Kiev – but it was the 
accordionists’ fingers which were doing 
the flying! They get better and better. 
 
Despite this being their 6th annual tour 
(the first was five concerts, now they play 
19), I hadn’t realised that they have chin 
buttons which can change the register of 
these terrific instruments, so they have a 
wider octave range than a grand piano. 
 
The highlights in the first half were the 
Saint-Saens piano concerto movement 
(Saint-Saens, friend of Liszt and Berlioz, 
teacher of Faure). Then on from the mid 
19th century to two pieces by 
Rachmaninov from the early 20th century, 
fingers still flying. They then slowed to 
give an achingly beautiful rendition of 
Nimrod from Elgar’s Enigma Variations – 
well known piece and thoroughly 
enjoyed. 
 
After refreshments, we were taken to an 
Evening in the Mountains followed by a 
very well received “joke” piece – the 
same short lullaby tune played in 11 
different styles, from central Russia to 
Rumania, Poland, Seville, Mississippi 
and ending in a bar in New Orleans. 
 

Prayer Group 
2nd Tuesday of the month, 6pm 

Beechwood, Croftamie 
All welcome to these meetings of open 
prayer, or just pop a request for prayer in 
the ‘prayer basket’ at the back of church. 

 
We pray for charities on a regular 

basis, if there is a charity you would 
like us to include, please contact 
Karen Gaskell or Margie Stephen 

mailto:philip.gaskell@nhs.net


 

During July, my 
niece spent a month 
with me and held 
nutrition & hygiene 
classes with the 
women from the 
villages. These 
classes were well 
attended and at the 
end of the four 
weeks when the 
women put on a 
drama it was 
obvious that the 
women had learned 
a lot. 

 
We also had a visit from Elizabeth Platfoot, a 
teacher at the Mary Erskine Stewarts’ Melville 
School. She presented a book prepared by the 
members of the Chesney Club and a bear 
mascot with a Chesney shirt.  The Chesney 
Club at the school has been established to 
raise awareness of life in Malawi. 

The engine has at long last been installed in 
the maize mill and should be commissioned at 
the end of this week.  This will make a 
difference to the lives of the women who 
currently have to walk long distances to the 
nearest maize mill.  We are hopeful that this 
will be up and running before the end of the 
month but there is a serious fuel shortage in 
the country, especially diesel.  
 

 

 
 

Summer visitors 
 
It has been a busy time since the end of 
June with three groups of volunteers 
from Outlook Expeditions and a visit from 
a Welsh TV crew. The volunteers as 
usual settled well into the community and 
worked hard to produce over 11,000 
moulded bricks.  
 
The TV crew were here to make a 
programme for a Welsh speaking 
programme aimed at 8–14 year olds on 
the difficulties facing girls’ education in 
Malawi. The four young people with 
them, Telen, Mali, Lloyd and Johann, 
had been selected to take part in the 
programme after a series of interviews. 
They had a fantastic time working with 
our team and taught them some Welsh 
language greetings in exchange for 
some Tumbuka.  The four young people 
donated $2,000 to The Trust and 
requested that Reyna, the young woman 
who cooked for them, should have her 
fees paid to attend a course that will give 
her a qualification in nutrition and food 
security.  Reyna has now been enrolled 
in the course. The remainder of the funds 
will be used to pay the examination fees 
for Reyna’s course, purchase the diesel 
for the maize mill and to finish off the 
work on the foundation of the staff 
house. 
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Illustrated talk by Michael Forsyth about 
his ascent of Mount Vinson, Antarctica  

 
Aberfoyle Memorial Hall 

14 October, 7.30pm 
Tickets £5, proceeds to St Mary’s 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael, Lord Forsyth, succeeded in climbing 
one of the most challenging peaks in the world 
this year. He raised £423,000 for Marie Curie 
and CINI, charities both very close to his heart. 
Come and hear about the daunting trip and see 
some astounding pictures of one the last really 
untouched places on this planet.  

 
Autumn Fair 

For Camphill Village Trust 
October 19, Duntreath Castle 

 
Camphill Village Trust supports adults with 
learning disabilities, mental health problems 
and other special needs. They support them in 
their home life, work, social and cultural 
activities through urban & rural communities. 
Each community provides opportunities for 
personal growth, fulfilling work, friendship and 
social interaction, education and training, and 
cultural and spiritual inspiration.  
 
The Autumn Fair will focus on ladies fashions 
and life style products. So bring a friend and 
support this wonderful charity; enjoy home-
made refreshments and take the opportunity to 
walk around the castle gardens. 
 

Julie Edmonstone 01360  770215  
juliet@edmonstone.com  

 

 
 

However, as I’m writing this we have 
someone ‘in the line’ waiting for the 
tanker to arrive and hopefully their long 
wait will be rewarded with 200 litres of 
diesel.  This should then keep the mill 
running for some time. 
 
Apart from the moulding of bricks and the 
clearing of bush there has not been 
much more work done on the ground as, 
like lots of charities, we are struggling for 
funds.  We have managed to have the 
3,500 soil stabilised bricks prepared for 
the construction of the next staff house 
and the foundations have been prepared.  
Construction of this house will be in 
stages as funds allow. 
 
We have been donated funds to drill a 
borehole by Paul and Anne Corrigan.  
Anne is treasurer of the Trust and sadly 
they lost their son at the beginning of this 
year. The family has held several fund 
raising events and the borehole is to be 
donated in memory of Owen.   
 
We are grateful to the Vestry of St Mary’s 
for the donation of £100 and propose to 
use this to purchase a teacher’s desk 
and chair for the classroom.  Like the 
other classroom furniture this will be 
made by students at Mzuzu Technical 
College.  Pictures to follow in a future 
news update. 
 

Janet Chesney  
jchesney@Africa -online.net  
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 Start with as many pairs of large frost-proof 
decorative pots as you think fill the intended 
space – most garden centres do lovely glazed 
ones. For every pot buy eight or more 
ordinary plastic ones that fit neatly inside as 
‘liners’. Plant these ‘liners’ with a succession 
of flowering goodies and maybe a pair planted 
with lavender, thyme or rosemary and a pair 
planted with dramatic giant leaved hostas for 
a bit of contrast. Mark the pots with pairs of 
numbers  (or T for terrace) as you’re sure to 
forget what they’re for! All you have to do is 
remove the inner pot when flowering  is over 
and replace with the next one which is 
hopefully just becoming of interest. 

You could, for instance, have a pair planted 
with spring bulbs such as tulips or narcissi 
(don’t mix different plants in each small pot), 
the next pair with lilies, one pair with blue 
agapanthus bulbs – always brilliant in pots – 
another pair with lots and lots of dark red 
pelargoniums, yet another with tumbling patio 
roses, or small standard ones.  
 
Smart greenhouses always seems to have tall 
staked chrysanthemums to bring into the big 
house, which would look impressive on the 
terrace and how about a pair filled with bright 
pink nerine bulbs to brighten up the autumn!   
 
Before you know where you are it will be time 
for those clipped box cones to tide you over 
Christmas whilst all the others rest quietly out 
of sight ready for their star turn next year! 
 

Julie Edmonstone  
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Action on climate change 
 

In the Rector’s letter he noted that nature 
has a way of correcting itself. That may be 
so in the UK, but perhaps not in other 
parts of the world. We know that large 
areas of Africa are experiencing severe 
famine due to changing landscapes 
caused by climate change.  
 
The next round of international climate 
talks takes place in Durban, South Africa. 
Let’s pray that these talks agree global 
action to deliver what they’ve promised. 
This includes ways to generate $100 
billion pledged for 2020 to help poor 
countries respond to climate change.   
 
Developed countries also need to commit 
to tougher action to reduce emissions. 
Current pledges mean temperature rises 
of up to four degrees, which will be 
catastrophic. 
 
Climate change may seem like a distant 
threat but it’s pushing our global 
neighbours into poverty. 
 
November 6 is a day of prayer and 
action on climate change. Please join in 
this global event to encourage action 
that will protect God’s creation. 
 
For more information and resources 
see: www.hopeforcreation.org   

 

Karen Gaskell from Tearfund 
literature  

 
 

A pretty sight  
 
Nothing looks more welcoming and eye-
catching than an array of handsome 
planted pots either side of your door or 
grouped on the terrace. With the minimum 
of effort you can have an almost year-
round display, which somehow gives the 
impression of being a stylish gardener! 
 



 

                    Church Lessons                  Autumn 2011                                         

To help you prepare for or reflect further on a service,  
here are the readings for the coming season 

  
Date 

  
Sunday Theme 

  
Lessons 

16 October Trinity 17 Isaiah 45:1-7 
1Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 

23 October  Trinity 18 Nehemiah 8:1-4a,8-12 
Colossians 3:12-17 
Matthew 24:30-35 

30 October Fourth Sunday  
before Advent 

Revelation 7:9 - end 
1 John 3:1-3 
Matthew 5:1-12 

6 November Third Sunday  
before Advent 

Amos 5:18-24 
1Thess 4:13 - end 
Matthew 25:1-13 

13 November Remembrance  
Sunday 

Special readings 
No service at St Maryôs 

20 November First Sunday  
before Advent 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Ephesians 1:15 -end 
Matthew 25:31 - end 

27 November First Sunday  
in Advent  

Isaiah 64:1-9 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 

4 December Second Sunday  
in Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 

11 December Third Sunday  
in Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-end 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8,19-28 


